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Proposal would allow Banner School in Walkersville 
Change would still block Muslim community 
Originally published August 28, 2008 
 
 
By Sarah Fortney  
News-Post Staff  

 
WALKERSVILLE -- Town Commissioner Chad Weddle 
said Wednesday he could see how some might view 
his recent proposal to amend a planning ordinance 
as discriminatory, but his intentions are only to 
better the community. 

The town's commissioners will soon consider the 
proposal, which would allow the Banner School to 
build a new facility on agricultural land.  

The Banner School had been blocked from 
construction after the town passed an ordinance 
April 9 that deleted special exceptions on 
agricultural land. The ordinance prohibited 
educational facilities, as well as places of worship, 
private clubs, recreational facilities and antique 
shops from being built in those areas.  

The April ordinance came about seven months after 
the Ahmadiyya Muslim Community applied to build a worship and recreation center on agricultural 
land on Woodsboro Pike owned by David Moxley.  

Only the school and the Ahmadiyya Muslim Community were affected by the April ordinance, town 
manager Susan Hauver said.  

The current proposal, which the planning commission recommended to the town commissioners in 
a 6-1 vote Tuesday night, would allow the Banner School to proceed because it had obtained a 
special exception more than one year prior to the April ordinance.  

The school had been approved for its exception when the ordinance was passed; AMC had not.  

The Banner School, at 1739 N. Market St. in the old Odd Fellows Home, first came to the town's 
commissioners with plans to develop near the Walkersville Southern Railroad and Biggs Ford Road 
in March 2006. The school was approved that year.  

The April ordinance was not meant to slow down the school's development, Weddle said. Therefore, 
he hopes the amendment will help it move forward.  

Because school officials had gone through the process and town commissioners had already given 
their approval, Weddle said, the construction should be able to proceed.  

Leslie McLean, head of the Banner School, was pleased to hear the amendment could "keep us in 
the ball game." McLean said officials must figure out how to connect the school to the town's water 
and sewer supply.  

During a town meeting scheduled for Sept. 10, town commissioners will discuss and possibly vote 
to uphold Weddle's proposal, Hauver said.  

Syed Ahmad, spokesman for the AMC, had little to say on the matter other than the group is no 
longer interested in Walkersville.  

Roman P. Storzer, an attorney for Moxley, said he applauds local governments that accommodate 
schools and other social institutions, though he wishes the same benefits would have been offered 
to the Muslim group.  

Storzer is expecting an answer from the town's commissioners by mid-September on a lawsuit he 
and Moxley filed in federal court in July.  

The suit, which seeks $16.5 million in damages, claims town officials violated the Religious Land 
Use and Institutionalized Persons Act of 2000 by refusing to allow a mosque on Moxley's property.  

 

 
Post your comments »

 

 

Print this Story  
Email this Story  
Post/View Comments (13)  
Purchase Photos  

Proposed ordinance exemption 
(pdf)  

Ex-wife of county's top prosecutor 
seeks $19k in back child support 
 
Police blotter 
 
Murderer seeks new trial 11 years 
later 
 
Final arrest made in elderly assault 
case 
 
Obama: Time to end ‘broken 
politics’ 
 

 

View all »

COORDINATOR SPECIAL 
PROGRAMS III 
 
CLINICAL TEACHING ASSISTANT, 
NURSING EDUCATION 
 
SENIOR ENGINEERS 
 
PHARMACIST CAREER 
OPPORTUNITY 
 
CABINET MAKER/SIGN 
FABRICATOR 
 

 

Advertisements 
 

  

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

 
Home | Sitemap | Customer Service | Electronic Edition | Subscribe 

 
 

Please send comments to webmaster or contact us at 301-662-1177. 
351 Ballenger Center Drive • Frederick, MD 21703 

 
Copyright 1997-08 Randall Family, LLC. All rights reserved. Do not duplicate or redistribute in any form. 

The Frederick News-Post Privacy Policy. Use of this site indicates your agreement to our Terms of Service. 
 

The Frederick News-Post | FNP Interactive | FNP Printing & Publishing 
 
 

Page 1 of 1The Frederick News-Post Online - Frederick County Maryland Daily Newspaper

29/08/2008http://www.fredericknewspost.com/sections/news/display.htm?StoryID=79348


